Leaders and Nobodies
are really searching for an excuse to establish exactly
that kind of absolutism which is peculiar to dictator-
ship. All phrases such as "Above Party" or "i'Union
Sacr6e" or "the Doctor's Mandate" are danger signals.
They are emotional disguises for a repudiation of
democratic principles. Again, the "leaders" chosen for
common folk by the newspapers and other advertising
media are not the genuine article. Such leaders have
only a superficial attractiveness. A good platform
manner is like a good bedside manner, which is useful
to a good doctor, but may be the disguise for a bad
one. Therefore, as a preliminary to any discussion of
leaders, a little of what the Americans call "debunking"
is very useful. Deflation, however dangerous in the
financial sense, is essential for reducing claims to
leadership wherever they have been inflated by the
cocksureness of half-educated enthusiasts. Leadership,
therefore, cannot be safely accepted without a clear
view of the distinctions between different kinds of
leader; for there are many different ways in which a
person may come to be taken as a leader; and some
of the ways are muddy.
In a community unfamiliar with the arts of the
advertiser any soap is taken as "the best" whose
salesmen can spend enough upon saying so. But in
spite of advertisement it is possible to choose between
soaps. Politically, the organs of notoriety are not less
dangerous when under dictatorship they all play the
same tune; but when the advertisers are many,
common folk are less easily misled than superior